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What is the need?

* In 2022, over 994,000 individuals experienced food insecurity in New
Jersey. The food insecurity rate was 10.7% in New Jersey compared to
13.5% in the U.S.

« The rate of food insecurity is higher among children (<18 years) with over
163,000 (13.2%) experiencing food insecurity in New Jersey in 2022.

« Black (all ethnicities) (21.0%) and Latino (Hispanic) (20.0%) individuals
experience food insecurity at higher rates than white (6.0%) individuals
across New Jersey.

« From 2018 to 2022, food insecurity in New Jersey has gotten worse,
changing from 8.7% overall and 11.3% among children to 10.7% overall
and 13.2% among children.
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What is NJOFSA?

The New Jersey Office of the Food Security Advocate (OFSA) is currently
the only food security advocacy office in the United States that is placed in
the highest level of state government, the Governor's Office.

OFSA, established by N.J.S.A. 52:27J-3, is responsible for, among other

things:

» cooperating with research organizations

« working with State and community partners to develop a strategic

« overseeing the development and implementation of public-private partnerships to
address food insecurity

OFSA is physically located in and supported by the NJ Department of
Agriculture.
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NJ’s Food Security Work

“Food security (is) a siluation thal exists when
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Access

Resources a household must
obtain for appropriate and
nutritious foods

Finances, transportation,
social network

Availability

Sufficient and nutritious food
physically present in the
environment

Food deserts, high cost of
living environments, store
proximity

Stability

Reliable supply of foods over
time to mitigate shocks in the
near or immediate future

/’T\(\)ffice of the Market fluctuation, conflict,
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Utilization
Intake of sufficient and safe
food to meet nutritional

needs

Food storage, dietary needs
(medical, demographic)

Sustainability

Food system practices that
ensure food needs of the
present are met without
compromising the future

Diet sustainability, ecosystem
stability, food waste

Agency

Capacity of individuals and
groups to make decisions
about, and participate in,

food systems

Labeling and nutritional info,
participatory research
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SUPPORTING
STATE AGENCIES

v

ADVISE ON FOOD
SECURITY
POLICIES

Support state agencies in conceptualizing and executing
programs that advance food security in NJ

v

ADVOCATE FOR
PHILANTHROPIC
COLLABORATION

Provide data, insight, and community connections that
assist the Governor’s Office in evaluating and executing

policy

v

SUPPORTING
COMMUNITY
COALITIONS

Bring together the philanthropic community to
conceptualize strategic philanthropic investments in NJ

v

4 FOCUS AREAS OF NJOFSA

Guide and advise stakeholders from multiple sectors on
collective impact and community-centered collaboration




Summer EBT
~

* What is Summer EBT " "

* New USDA program
launched in 2024

* Provides families with $120
per eligible child for the
summer to take the place
of school meals

e Funds provided via EBT for
use at participating retailers
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Summer EBT — By the Numbers

* By the May 24th deadline...
e 722 School feeding authorities uploaded data
e Over 527,000 eligible students

* By June 27th...
* 550,529 cards mailed
* Value of over S66M+

* As of today...

* Over 561,000 students deemed eligible with a final estimate of
630,000+ eligible student statewide

* Over 50% of dispersed benefits redeemed
e Additional funding from USDA requested and approved
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Summer EBT — A Collaborative Success

* Interdepartmental partnership between OFSA, NJDA/FNS, NJDoE, and
NJDHS

* Non-profit collaboration lead by Hunger Free NJ including...
* NJ School Nutrition Assocation

NJ Educational Association

NJ Association of School Business Officials

NJ Principals and Supervisors Association

NJ PTA

Assembly Majority Office

NJ Food banks and pantries
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Summer EBT — A Collaborative Success

* State team led on operationalizing program
* Conducted outreach and training with school business and nutrition staff
e Coordinated meetings between departments

* Coordinated meetings between state and partners on data and outreach
efforts

* Hunger Free NJ led on marketing/outreach
* Developed outreach toolkit with flyers, social media posts, etc.
» Shared toolkit across multiple platforms with profits
* Developed messaging in multiple languages
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School Meals

* Expansion of Working-Class Families Anti-
Hunger Act
* Increased eligibility to 224% of FPL
* Expected to make add 60,000+ students

e Launch of Medicaid direct certification for
school meal eligibility
* |ncreases access

* Anticipated increases in number of schools
eligible for the Community Eligibility Provision
of the National School Lunch Program

* More NJ students will be eligible for
free/reduced school meals
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School Meals — Why the Attention

* On-going declines in school meal applications since the pandemic

* Smaller than anticipated participation in the Community
Eligibility Provision of the National School Lunch Program as
compared to states across the county

* School meal participation reduces the economic burden on NJ
families

* School meal participation increases student success
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School Meals — Planning

* Building on the lessons learned from S-EBT

e Statewide Collaborations
* Interdepartmental between OFSA, NJDA, NJDoE, NJDHS, and Office of Innovation

* Public — Non-Profit Partnerships led by the state and Hunger Free NJ including

State departments/agencies

Emergency food organizations including food banks, pantries, and soup kitchen
Regional and county-based food security coalitions

Professional organizations

Community based organizations and advocacy groups

Faith-based organizations

Nationwide non-profits involved in food insecurity
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School Meals — Planning

* Interdepartmental
collaboration focused on
operationalization

* School meal applications
* Eligibility
* Systems integration

* Hunger Free NJ leading

on outreach and marketing
* Recruiting strategic partners

e Developing messaging and
toolkit

e Grassroots based outreach J ' '
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Questions?
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