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Disaster Recovery is Complex 



Recovery can take 5- 10+ years 



First Responders (health and safety) 



Short and Long-Term Recovery 

ü  Individuals 

ü  Businesses 

ü  Municipalities 
 

Grants, assistance and resources differ according to applicant 
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Individuals 



Municipalities 
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Hurricane Sandy damage such as this in Mantoloking is pummeling
property values in many Shore towns.
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TRENTON (http://www.nj.com/politics/) — Hurricane Sandy has dealt a vicious
blow to tax bases in Ocean and Monmouth counties, reducing overall property values by
more than $5 billion and robbing local governments and schools of about $77 million in
potential revenue, preliminary figures show.

SEE INTERACTIVE DAMAGE MAP BELOW

The data, culled from the tax boards in both coastal counties, provides the first glimpse
at the destruction the storm exacted on the property values of homes and businesses,
the lifeblood of any local government.

Property taxes are the main source of revenue on the local level. As property values
drop, mayors and school boards must decide whether to cut services or programs, raise
taxes or seek additional revenue from other sources if they want to keep the status quo.
As a result, officials in the two counties hardest hit by Sandy are hoping for a bailout
from the Christie administration, along with help from the federal government in the
form of low-interest loans. They are also banking on the resilience of residents and
businesses to rebuild quickly and restore the tax rolls to their pre-Sandy levels.

“We only have two-thirds of what we had,” Mantoloking Mayor George Nebel said. “We
hope people will rebuild to bring the town back.”

There’s a lot of rebuilding to be done in Mantoloking, which saw its taxable value
plunge by 32 percent as a result of Sandy, the largest percentage decline of any town in
the two counties, according to preliminary figures. Assessors reduced the taxable value
of 570 properties in town by a combined $527 million, which could cut into property tax
revenue by roughly $2.9 million, based on 2012 tax rates.

In Ocean County, at least 13,000 properties saw their assessed value reduced by a
combined $4.6 billion due to Sandy. In Monmouth County, more than 17,000

Hurricane Sandy deals big blow to N.J. towns'
property tax rolls
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WHAT ARE MUNICIPALITIES FACING? 



Recovery Issues 



Loss of Revenue 



Coastal Mitigation and Environmental 
Degradation 



Loss of Community Character 



Vulnerable Critical Facilities  



LOCATING COMMUNITY RESOURCES 



Help is on the Way 

Path to Community Recovery Resources 
Start here 



? 
Community Recovery Grants and Assistance 

  Community  
Technical 

Assistance?? 
 



…..to the Network 
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NJ	
  	
  Resiliency	
  NETWORK	
  
 
ü Connects communities with technical and financial 

resource. 

ü  Leverages resources provided by public and private 
organizations 

 
ü  Providers public forums for idea exchanges 
 
ü  Provides new research and best practices 
 
ü  Funded by NJ Recovery Fund and Surdna Foundation.  
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Communities 
 

Needs 
Assessment 

Network 
Advisory 
Board 

Resiliency 
Managers 



How Do Towns Get Assistance? 



Designs assistance for elevated 
commercial buildings and streetscapes 

Wet and dry flood proofing guidelines 

Niche marketing, revitalization and 
branding assistance 

Examples of Network Resources  
Economic Recovery 



Designs for elevated homes and 
streetscapes 

Accessibility Options (stairs, lifts 
elevators, etc) 

Model ordinances for property 
maintenance and abandoned homes 

Examples of Network Resources 
 Housing Recovery 



Searching and preparing grants 
 

 
 Model floodplain ordinances, vulnerability 

risks and habitat assessment, mapping 
 

Public engagement, shared services 
assistance, multi-jurisdictional meetings 

Examples of Network Resources 
Administrative and Policy 



Current Network Projects 

q  Community Needs Assessment 
q  Getting to Resiliency 
q  Climate Adaptation Task Force 
q  Recruiting partners & resources 
q  Coordinating project results statewide 
q  Network Advisory Board 
q  NOAA/Rutgers Best Practices Compendium 
 



Select Resource Providers 



Recovery & Resiliency Efforts of Others 



FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) 



FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) 

Resiliency !
Partnerships???!



 

  
   
Getting to Resilience  A Coastal Community Resilience Evaluation Tool 
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       New Jersey Department of             Environmental Protection  

  
 

 

Universities State agencies Non-profits 

Community Recovery/Resiliency Assistance 



NJ Resiliency Network…. 
 
 

•  Central, organized source of resources 
•  Leverages private and non-profit resources 

•  Coordinates research and resiliency efforts across the state 

•  Feed-back loop reports on conditions, and responds to them 
•  A new model.  Fluid process.  We’ll keep you updated. 



Questions & Answers 


