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www.impact.upenn.edu/report/food_funder_compass/

Within each impact area, this 
document offers:

• a rationale for donor investment;

• one case example to illustrate 
how philanthropic funds can 
produce change; and

• additional promising 
approaches, as well as examples 
of organizations implementing 
those approaches.



About
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Goals

• To understand the dynamics of the existing regional food system 
including land, water, labor, infrastructure, research, financing, access, programs 
and policy, and

• To identify opportunities for investment that leverage the changes 
necessary to create a sustainable and equitable food system throughout the 
region.

Values

• Triple bottom line 

• Inclusion of, and input from, those most 
impacted and negatively affected by 
the current food system



Who We Are
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Number of ‘opens’ from a recent mailing

New York – 186

New Jersey – 56

Connecticut – 8

Northeast – 13 

West – 24

South – 38

Midwest – 15

CFF Steering Committee (10)

Members (320)

- Foundations, donors, consultants,               
and public sector partners

‘Brain Trust’

- Leaders in the field and academics



Regional Initiatives
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National = Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems Funders (SAFSF)

Seattle
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Philanthropic Organizing
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Successes Challenges

Catalyze projects and coordinated funding

Funder briefings

Public sector collaboration

Site visits 

Networking events

Breaking down silos

Working groups

Structural and procedural restraints of 
foundations

Move from coordination to collaboration

Connecting regionally



CFF Resources
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Funder Briefings, Site Visits, and Networking



CFF Resources
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Food Funder Directory

News

Resources

Events

Searchable categorization 
system

Community Corner

Monthly Newsletter

Website



Food Education
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• SAFSF

• National Sustainable Ag Coalition

• Northeast Sustainable Ag Working Group

• Union of Concerned Scientists

• Grace Communications Foundation

• NJ Foodshed Alliance

• NOFA-NY

• Morning Ag Clips

• Healthy Food Access Portal

• Food Policy Database

• Institute for Ag and Trade Policy

• Food Research & Action Center

Mark Bittman Eric Schlosser Michael Pollan Tracie McMillan

• Food Funder Compass (Penn)

• Food Policy Toolkit (UCS)

• A Framework for Assessing Effects of the 
Food System (National Academies)

• Grassroots Guide to Federal Programs

• Enhancing Food Security in the Northeast

Online Resources/ Orgs

Publications

Journalists



Benefits For NJ
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CFF is here to support you

• Plug in to regional projects

• Connect with funders around your issue areas

• Convene locally for NJ issues

• Increase funding towards issues you support




